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LITTLETON, CITY COUNSIL 

 

  Dear Jocelyn Mills & Steve Kemp,  

 

        This letter is to bring to the attention to the City Council of 

Littleton Colorado, the advantages of having the Airbnb home of 

Tom and Kelley Smith available in your city.  

        In March of this year I planned a trip to Colorado to see my 

three boys who moved to the Highlands Ranch area with their mom. 

My mom, sister and myself, decided to we wanted to stay close to 

them for the week during their school spring break. Looking at the 

surrounding cities, we found that Littleton was the best location for 

our stay. Looking up accommodations from the week, Hotels and 

other places seemed very expensive. My sister who has stayed in an 

Airbnb homes before, suggested we looked into homes in the area 

for rent. On looking at a few homes, we decided on the home of 

Tom and Kelly Kidd. Their home looked very accommodating and 

family comfortable for our stay. On contact them and discussing our 

plans, we felt we made the right choice. They were both very 

excited and happy that we would be staying in their home.  

       On arriving to their Airbnb home on Bemis Street, we were 

takin in by the surrounding scenery and beautiful trees lining the 

street. On entering the home, it was very nicely decorated and very 

clean. It had the feeling of home and could tell they took pride in 

having it available to us. From inside the home to the front porch 

and the spacious back yard, this home was perfect for our stay. It 

had the accommodations of lovely home, as it provided us with all 

the cooking utensils, seating and beds for all of us. Sitting in the 

backyard and watching my boys play catch and having the room to 

play was perfect. The neighborhood was quiet and the surrounding 

neighbors were very friendly. We were greeted many times 

throughout the day by walking neighbors stopping by and greeting us 

to the area.  

Having the City Council take away the availability of these Airbnb 



 

2 

homes, would be a wrong decision. These homes provide a family 

atmosphere and bring in potential buyer to the area. I have since 

moved to Colorado and am looking to purchase a home here. 

Having stayed in the Littleton area, specifically the home of Tom and 

Kelly Kidd, I am looking in the area to buy and settle in being close 

to my boys. Without the rental availability of this and many other 

Airbnb homes, I feel the town of Littleton would have lost me, and 

possibility other potential buyers.  

      Taking away the availability of the Airbnb homes to families 

visiting the Colorado area, the town of Littleton specifically, would 

be the wrong decision for the City Counsel’s. Please do not judge 

these homes that do not screen their potential renters. Tom and 

Kelly, I feel take pride in not just their home, but the surrounding 

neighbor’s that would be affected by renting out their home.  

     I hope I have brought to your attention the advantages of these 

Airbnb homes in the Littleton area. I am available to the City Council 

for any further discussion on this matter.   

 

“Don’t let a few bad apples” (Airbnb homes) take away from the 

homes that blossom and provide a great vacation for those families 

looking for a memorable time in Colorado.  

Sincerely, 

JERRY THOMSEN 
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City Current Status
Primary Residence 

Allowed?
Non Primary 

Resdence Allowed?

Denver

Considering requiring more 
documentation to prove primary 
residency and higher insurance 

per most recent meeting minutes

Yes No

Boulder
Considering even tighter 

regulation to control party 
houses

Yes No

Aurora Allows only in primary residence Yes No

Arvada
All STR banned under current 

interpretation
No No

Douglas County
Per website short term rentals 

banned
No No

Wheat Ridge
No official policy, enforced under 

room and board definition 
Yes No

Jefferson County
Allowed in residential zone, must 

obtain permit
No Yes

Englewood
Policy Developing, have a public 

"open house" on 9/20
TBD TBD

Lakewood
Currently under ban, most 
current draft is for primary 

residence only
No No

Golden
Must live in residence 10 months 

a year.
Yes No

Short Term Rentals Table



Brief Summary of Sample Locations 

First, I could only do this for single family dwellings and only for listings that included pictures of 
the front of the property that had numbers.  The websites place the locator 1-2 blocks off of 
where the listing actually is.  I was unable to get data on any Townhome, Condo or Apartment 
as I was not able to see the actual address and unit number. 

All but one of the properties is listed as “whole residence” and I can say with confidence that 
they are all whole home rentals after talking to neighbors.  Here are some of the things you 
notice from this data. 

1 Five (Probably Six) of the nine properties are owned by people not living in Littleton. 
2 Four of the nine either are currently real estate agents or tied to real estate and 

mortgage businesses. 
3 All of the properties have been purchased in the past 7 years, most within the past 

3. 
4 From looking at availability it looks like 8 of the 9 are full time whole home rentals.   

 

The data is telling us that most, if not all, of these properties were purchased with the intent of 
using them for short term rental property.   

The result of 4 of the 9 being tied to real estate somehow seems to a signal that real estate 
investors are targeting Littleton already as a place to run these businesses.  This is because they 
knew there was no law in place regulating the operation.  Additionally, they know Littleton is a 
community of older neighborhoods that either do not have HOA’s or the HOA’s do not address 
the situation. 

I was not able to cross reference these locations with the current list of licensed properties as 
there seems to be no way search this on the Littleton website. 
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