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BACKGROUND

• April 8, 2025: Council met during a study session to receive an 
overview of fuel stations within the city of Litt leton and nearby 
areas

• April 15, 2025: Council approved Ordinance 08-2025 on f irst 
reading approving a moratorium on new fuel station applications

• May 6, 2025: Council approves Ordinance 08-2025 on second 
reading and held a public hearing

• November 18, 2025: Council approves an extension on Ordinance 
08-2025 for an addit ional 180 days

• January 7, 2026: Moratorium and EV Chargers are presented to the 
Environmental Stewardship Board (ESB)



LITTLETON’S EXISTING CODE
Fuel  sa les are a permi t ted  use in  Bus iness Corr idor  and 
Indust r ia l  Park  zoned d is t r ic ts   
 Gas stations may be built through an administratively approved site 

plan process in these areas

Fuel  sa les are a condi t ional  use in  Neighborhood 
Commerc ia l  and Corr idor  Mixed zoned d is t r ic ts   

 Gas stations require a public hearing and approval from the planning 

commission to be built in these areas

 There are no additional provisions that restrict gas station size or 

location.

N e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  Q u i k T r i p  o f f  B e l l e v i e w  a n d  S a n t a  F e



LITTLETON’S EXISTING CONDITIONS

There are twenty-four 

gas stations within the 

City of Littleton, and 

twenty gas stations 

within 1.5 miles of the 

city’s corporate limits.

https://littleton.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/80eaa557b83e43beb4f6f9affd59ad23


Green areas allow fuel 
sales.

Purple areas allow fuel 
sales with a conditional 
use (with standards).

Some existing Planned 
Developments (PL-Os) 
allow or restrict fuel sales.

LITTLETON’S EXISTING CONDITIONS 
CONTINUED



Modern fuel sales stations 

require approximately an 

acre of land to develop.  

The map to the right 

indicates the parcels over 

an acre in the applicable 

zone districts.

LITTLETON’S EXISTING CONDITIONS 
CONTINUED



COMPARING LITTLETON TO COLORADO AND 
THE NATION

Lit t le ton:
• Populat ion (2020 Census)  –  45,652 res idents
• 24 fue l  s ta t ions wi th in  c i ty l imi ts

• 1 Station per 1,902 residents

Colorado:
• Populat ion (2020 Census)  –5,773,714 res idents
• 26 fue l  s ta t ion per  100,000 res idents

• 1 Station per 3,846 residents

• Rural areas have fewer stations per capita than 
suburban locations resulting in a higher station 
per resident ratio. 

G a s  s t a t i o n  i n  E v e r g r e e n ,  C o l o r a d o



APPROACHES TO GAS 
STATION STANDARDS IN 
OTHER JURISDICTIONS



RESTRICTING GAS STATION 
LOCATIONS

 Lakewood
 Minimum of ½ a mile 

between stations
 Arvada:

 Must be within 660 ft of 
an arterial intersection. 
Limit two per intersection

A  g a s  s t a t i o n  i n  L a k e w o o d

P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  G o o g l e  M a p s



RESTRICTING GAS STATION 
LOCATIONS

 Aurora:
 Cannot be within 500 feet of an Adult or Child Day Care 

Center, Hospital, Elementary or Secondary School, Nursing or 
Convalescent Home or Group Home, FHAA. 

 Cannot be at an intersection with existing vehicle-oriented 
uses

 Denver:
 Must be a ¼ mile away from existing stations, low-intensity 

residential zones, and RTD stations.
 Gas Stations cannot be within ¼ mile of each other.
 Gas stations conjoined to large retailers are exempted from 

some of these regulations



RESTRICTING GAS STATION 
LOCATIONS

 Parker, CO
 Shall not be located within 

500 feet of schools, 
hospitals, or continuing care 
facilities.

 Shall not be located within 
250 feet of a hard corner or 
a residentially zoned 
property.

 No more than 2 gas stations 
shall be located within 660 
feet of a hard corner.

A  g a s  s t a t i o n  i n  P a r k e r

P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  G o o g l e  M a p s



LIMITATIONS ON THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF STATIONS IN THE 
CITY

 Louisville, CO
 City Council capped the 

total number of stations 
at 6 citywide
 New stations are 

allowed if part of a large 
retail center, and must 
be at least 1,000 ft away 
from any other station

L i t t l e t o n  H i s t o r i c a l  M u s e u m

P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  L o u i s v i l l e ,  C O



GAS STATION BANS

 Petaluma, CA
 Construction of new gas 

stations are banned in the 
city
 Existing stations cannot 

expand its fossil fuel 
operations

 Goal is to reduce pollution 
and align city policy with 
the community’s climate 
goals

 Lewisboro, NY
 Construction of new gas stations are banned in the city
 Station expansion requires council approval
 Lewisboro residents aimed to limit groundwater pollution and 

maintain their community's semi-rural character

P e n t a l u m a ,  C a l i f o r n i a

P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  S o n o m a  C o u n t y  T o u r i s m



ADDITIONAL GAS STATION 
STANDARDS

 Bufferyards:
 Bufferyards are already required for any gas station that neighbors 

residential zoning districts in the city of Littleton

 Lot Standards
 Minimum lot size: Littleton Gas Stations have an average lot size of 1.12 

acres (49,147 sq ft)
 Special setbacks

 Limits on the number of pumps:
 Stations in Littleton have an 

average of 4.36 pump islands and 
8.72 fuel dispensers (pumps)

 Centennial restricts the number of 
fuel pump islands per lot to 8.

P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  T y s o n s  R e p o r t e r

Fuel Pump Island



CONCLUSION
Lit t le ton a l lows for  gas s ta t ions in  most  commerc ia l  and 
a l l  indust r ia l  d is t r ic ts  

 Stations only require special approval in Corridor-Mixed Use districts. 

Council wants to extend this requirement to stations in the Business 

and Industry Use districts.

 Stations are not limited in their proximity to other stations or in their 

size
Other  jur isd ic t ions in  the Denver  Met ro have implemented 
new rest r ic t ions on Gas Stat ions
 Stations cannot be built within a given proximity to another station or 

certain uses.

Nat ionwide,  c i t ies  are implement ing rest r ic t ions on Gas 
Stat ions
 Cities cite sustainability, city character, and pollution as their reasons 

for new restrictions.

H i s t o r i c  A r a p a h o e  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e



LITTLETON’S EXISTING CODE

1. Discont inued  Use  o r  Abandonment .  In  the  even t  the  use  i s  d i scont inued  o r  abandoned :
a) The use shall comply with the Fire Code and all other applicable regulations concerning the abandonment of 

underground gasoline tanks; and
b) Gasoline pumps and underground storage tanks shall be removed upon abandonment or discontinuance of the use.

2 . Car  Wash  Veh ic le  C i rcu la t ion  and  S tack ing .  C i rcu la t ion  fo r  a  ca r  wash  sha l l  be  separa te  f rom 
the  res t  o f  the  s i te  and  s tack ing  sha l l  comp ly  w i th  Subsec t ion  10 -1 -3 .7 .C ,  Park ing  and  Load ing  
Des ign .

3 . Canopy Des ign .  Canop ies  ove r  se rv i ce  i s l ands  sha l l  be  i n teg ra l  t o  the  bu i l d ing  des ign  in  te rms  
o f  co lo r,  c l add ing ,  and  roo f i ng  mate r i a l .

4 . Wrecked  and  Inoperab le  Veh ic les .  Wrecked  and  i noperab le  veh i c les  a re  p roh ib i ted  on  the  
p roper ty.

5 . Park ing  Lo t .  A l l  veh i c les  on  the  p remises ,  o the r  than  those  a t  the  pumps  o r  wa i t i ng  fo r  
anc i l l a ry  fac i l i t i es ,  e .g . ,  ca r  wash ,  vacuum s ta t i on ,  a i r  pump,  e tc . ,  sha l l  be  s to red  i n  a  pa rk ing  
l o t  w i th  an  improved  ha rd  su r face  and  sc reened  as  se t  ou t  i n  Subsec t ion  10 -1 -3 .6 .D ,  
Landscape  Requ i rements .

6 . Overn igh t  S to rage .  No  overn igh t  s to rage  o f  ma te r i a l ,  merchand ise ,  o r  equ ipment  sha l l  be  
pe rm i t ted  excep t  w i th in  the  p r i nc ipa l  bu i ld ing .

7 . Au tomob i le  Repa i r.  On ly  m ino r  au tomob i le  repa i rs  sha l l  be  pe r fo rmed  w i th in  the  p r i nc ipa l  
bu i l d ing .  No  repa i r  may be  conduc ted  w i th in  an  accessory  bu i l d ing .

E. Fuel Sales.
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