
URBAN CAMPING AND ITS 
IMPACT ON OUR RIVER 
AND STREAM CORRIDORS





POTENTIAL IMPACTS

Public Perception / Aesthetics

Public Safety

Environmental Degradation 



PUBLIC PERCEPTION / AESTHETICS

• Is this a place the general public wants to visit 
and feels safe to do so?

• How does this issue impact local business 
owners and their customers?

• What do we want the public to think about 
our waterways moving forward (an amenity or 
a place to avoid?)



PUBLIC SAFETY

• Potential for crimes against the general public, 
local business as well as campers themselves

• Magnet for illegal/unwanted activity
• Overgrown Veg

• Infrastructure

• Impacts on local Law Enforcement

• Impact on local Fire/EMS



ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION

• Impacts to vegetation

• Impacts to soil/erosion

• Impacts to water quality

• Hazardous materials (propane, petroleum 
products, pre-cursor material, etc)

• Bio Hazards (used needles, etc)

• General health hazards (LA Hepatitis 
outbreak)

























WHAT CAN WE DO?

• Creative channel/trail design to discourage unwanted 
behavior

• Vegetation management to improve flowage and 
sight distance

• Increased Law Enforcement or Ranger presence 
(enforcement + resources)

• Policy and ordinance changes

• Local partnerships to enhance/increase operations 
and maintenance

• Local partnerships to increase access to services

• Address root cause issues via local policy








