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CITY OF LITTLETON, COLORADO
ORDINANCE NO. XX
Series, 2025

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LITTLETON,
COLORADO, APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 10,
UNIFIED LAND USE CODE REGARDING CERTAIN
GREENSCAPE PROVISIONS

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Littleton, Colorado passed Ordinance 24-2021
in October of 2021 which enacted Littleton City Code Title 10, the “Unified Land Use Code”
(ULUC); and

WHEREAS, Section 10-9-3.2.A.4. of the ULUC authorizes the director of community
development to initiate a code text amendment; and

WHREEAS, since October 2021, staff, property owners, business owners, and applicants
must comply with the ULUC with site-specific applications; and

WHEREAS, over the past few years, the city’s consultant, in conjunction with staff, have
reviewed the city’s general tree ordinance provisions, and are recommending proposed revisions
to the ULUC to: i) facilitate the development and adoption of a robust tree manual; ii) update
terminology and definitions within the city code to ensure clarity and consistency; iii) clarify
permitting procedures and violations of the city’s tree regulations; iv) promote best practices to
preserve the city’s urban forestry; and v) streamline review of applications between community
development and public works; and

WHEREAS, staff conducted a study session with the planning commission regarding the
proposed code text amendments regarding greenscape provisions on July 14", 2025; and

WHEREAS, on , 2025, the planning commission held a public hearing to
consider PC Resolution No. _ -2025, a recommendation on the adoption of the proposed code
text amendment to the greenscape provisions within the ULUC,;

WHEREAS, that in order to improve and maintain the public health, safety, and welfare
it is necessary to adopt certain standards and requirements for trees within our City, including the
proposed revisions to the ULUC and the adoption of the city’s Tree Manual.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THECITY
OF LITTLETON, COLORADO, THAT:
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Section 1: The City Council of the City of Littleton, Colorado hereby recommends
adoption of the code text amendment to the ULUC as referenced in Exhibit A, attached hereto.

Section 2: Severability. If any part, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of
this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the validity of
the remaining sections of this ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have
passed this ordinance, including each part, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase hereof,
irrespective of the fact that one or more parts, sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases
may be declared invalid.

Section 3: Repealer. All ordinances or resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict with
this ordinance are hereby repealed, provided that this repealer shall not repeal the repealer clauses
of such ordinance nor revive any ordinance thereby.

INTRODUCED AS A BILL at a regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council

of the City of Littleton on the __ day of , 2025, passed on first reading by a vote of

___FORand __ AGAINST,; and ordered published by posting at Littleton Center, Bemis

Library, the Municipal Courthouse and on the City of Littleton Website.
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PUBLIC HEARING on the Ordinance to take place on the __ day of

, 2025, in the Council Chamber, Littleton Center, 2255 West Berry Avenue,

Littleton, Colorado, at the hour of 6:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as it may be heard.

PASSED on second and final reading, following public hearing, by avote of _ FOR and
____AGAINST onthe __ day of , 2025 and ordered published by posting at Littleton

Center, Bemis Library, the Municipal Courthouse and on the City of Littleton Website.

ATTEST:
Colleen L. Norton Kyle Schlachter
CITY CLERK MAYOR

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Reid Betzing
CITY ATTORNEY
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EXHIBIT A

**IN THIS ORDINANCE AND EXHIBIT A, ELLIPSES INDICATE MATERIAL NOT
REPRODUCED AS COUNCIL INTENDS TO LEAVE THAT MATERIAL IN EFFECT, AS IT
NOW READS **

Subsec. 10-1-3.6.A Purpose, Applicability, and Design

A. Purpose. Greenscaping in the form of site landscaping, screening of parking and vehicular use and
storage areas, and buffering within and between developments contributes to the character and
appearance of developments._Trees are an asset that should be properly protected and maintained. The
greenscape requirements in this Section serve to address the following:

1. Environment. Preservation of mature trees and promotion of new trees is a priority for the
community. Mature trees provide innumerable benefits to the community, including improvement
to air quality and sequestration of carbon, reduction of noise pollution, reduction to heat islands,
and providing improvement to mental wellness;

1.2. Appearance. Improve the general appearance and aesthetic appeal of the city by creating tree-lined
streets with deciduous canopies, preserving urban tree cover, and softening the impacts of
development with landscaping;

2.3. Character. Establish an aesthetic that emphasizes the value and beauty of the natural landscape
and the visual enhancement of streetscapes, parking lots, service areas, building foundations and
facades, and utility improvements;

3.4. Buffering. Provide for landscaping and screening between zoning districts to buffer adjacent land
uses and their associated impacts;

4.5. Green Function. Enhance the various place types with provisions for pervious surfaces and
planting areas for trees, shrubs, and grasses;

5.6. Conservation. Conserve energy and water resources by encouraging the use of shade
and xeriscaping;

6.7.Biodiversity. Provide a diversity of species and native plant communities to ensure natural
sustainability, minimize the spread of disease and insect infestations, and limit the use of species
that cause negative impacts to native plant communities; and

48. Water Quality. Protect the quality of surface water and groundwater, reduce pollutants in
stormwater runoff, prevent stream channel erosion, preserve trees and other natural vegetation,
and encourage groundwater recharge.

B. Applicability.

1. Generally. This Section appliesto new development, redevelopment, and substantial
improvements including building additions and expansions, new parking lots and paved area
expansions, and the subdivision of land. Regarding existing development, this Section provides for
the retention of existing tree canopy, replacement of damaged or removed trees, and responsibility
for maintenance. The City’s Tree Manual. adopted by reference within Title 8, Chapter 4, contains
specific regulatory provisions regarding the city’s urban forestry.

2. Use Types. ...
C. Design.

1. Objectives. In the review and approval of landscape plans, the Director may impose additional
requirements to fulfill the following sustainable design objectives:

a. Integration of drainage and pedestrian circulation systems into the landscaping design.
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b. Use of ground covers or other types of landscape materials that stabilize soils and minimize
erosion.

c. Protection during construction and preservation of existing native vegetation.

d. Use of landscape materials that achieve variety with respect to seasonal changes, species of
living material selected, textures, colors, and size at maturity.

e. Placing newly installed plants at intervals to ensure their health at maturity.

e-f. Planting of new trees shall be done in accordance with the International Society of
Arboriculture standards.

f.g. Maximize shading of streets and parking areas.
g-h. Provision for native and drought-tolerant plant species.

k1. Planning trees and shrubs in locations that will reduce energy consumption by shading
buildings and reducing the heat island effects of paved surfaces.

i]. Protection of existing specimen trees and native vegetation to preserve intact natural
ecosystems.

}Kk. Designing the landscape to complement building elevations and architecture through use
of color, texture, density, and form on both wvertical and horizontal
planes. Landscaping should be in proportionate scale with adjacent buildings and be of a size
at maturity to accomplish intended goals. Ornamental, shrub, and ground cover plantings
should be designed to complement a building's architectural character.

k1. Landscape design should incorporate natural drainage features and the use of pervious
surfaces and areas that capture and minimize runoff.

Em. Inclusion of pedestrian amenities such as, but not limited to, shade, benches, kiosks,
public art, shades, fountains, and other elements into the landscape design.

2. Water Wise Landscaping (Xeriscape). ...
3. Qualifications.
a. ...

b. A professional shall certify that they are qualified to prepare the type of plan(s) that they
submit by verifying licensure or certification at the time of application and providing
professional qualifications, which may include:

1. Licensed Landscape Architect;
2. Licensed Architect;
3. Licensed Professional Engineer; or
4. Certified Irrigation Designer (CID);-
4.5. International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) certified arborist.

Subsec. 10-1-3.6.B Planting Requirements
A. Plant Materials Standards.
1. Plant Types.
i. The selection eftrees-and-shrubs-plant material shall be selected from the approved

_species listed and comply with the species diversity goals as listed within TABLE A-
2 and TABLE A-3 of APPENDIX A, Preferred Plantings, in the city code.

Substitutions for plant material may be proposed as outlined in paragraph D, below.
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L.ii. The selection of trees shall be selected from APPENDIX A, Approved Species Tree
List in the City's Tree Manual.-i+-APPENDBCAPreferred-Plantings—Substitutions
for trees may be proposed as outlined in within the Tree Manual.paragraph-D-belew -
2. Plant Variety. All plants shall be of a type and species that are selected for the climate, location,

o gk~ w

and soils on the site, as promulgated by the Colorado State University Extension_Front Range
Tree Recommendation List. All plant material shall be commercially produced and meet the
minimum standards recognized by landscape professionals. In order to reduce the threat and
impact of plant disease, a varlety of plant types and speues shall be utilized on each site.
, een—All new
plantmqs shall foIIow the City's 5 10-20 rule of dlver5|tv standardsyeu Where no more than 5%
of the same species, no more than 10% of the same genus, and no more than 20% of the same
family shall be planted.

Living Materials. ...

Nonliving Materials. ...

Artificial Turf. ...

Prohibited. Use of any plant species which has been declared a “noxious weed” or invasive

species by the Iocal adwsorv board under Title 7, Chapter 4 or the State of Wmeh—has—leeeh

Speetes—aeeerermg—te—the Colorado Noxmus Weed Act C. R S. 88 35-5. 5 101 et seg ,
amended, is prohibited. Specifically, prohibited species include: may be found in the CltV s

Tree Manual.
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B. [Reserved]

C. Plant Locations and Timing.

ea. Timing of Landscape Installation. Landscaping that is required by this Code shall be
installed between March 15 and October 15. If compliance with this timeframe is impractical due
to the time of year that work is completed, an applicant may provide a
financial perfermance guarantee in the form of a cash bond, irevoeable letter of credit, certified
check, or similar instrument acceptable to the City Attorney PublicAorks Directororthe-Public
Works-Director's-designee, in an amount equal to 125 percent of the estimated cost of purchase
and installation of required landscaping.

D. Plant Substitutions.

1. Approval. Requested substitutions of plant material shall be submitted on a landscape plan
and shall be in accordance with the recommended plant lists promulgated by the Colorado State
University Extension’s Front Range Recommendation List and approved by the Director.
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TREE PROTECTION FENCE
__ MINIMUM SPACING

FROM DRIPLINE —  EXISTING TREE

LIMIT OF DRIPLINE

TREE
PROTECTION
ZONE
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Subsec. 10-1-3.6.D Landscape Requirements
A. Landscaping. ...

B. Irrigation. ...

C. Maintenance. ...

D. Street Trees. Street trees shall be installed in accordance with the standards outlined within the City
Tree Manual.

E. Reserved.

F. Plants Prohibited Near Sidewalks, Streets, and Drainage Facilities. Plants selected shall not, by their
growth habits, obstruct, restrict, or conflict with the safe use of any roadway, sidewalk, alley, or
conveyance.
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1. Trees. All permitted plantings shall have required minimum distances as outlined within the Tree
Manual. Prohibited tree list may be found in APPENDIX B, Prohibited ROW Tree Species

Llst from the Tree Manual muw@al%es—eeuem#eed—evepgreem—aﬁmm%mes&hau

2. Shrubs and Other Plant Material. ...
3. Grasses. ...

5. Public and Private Open Space, Detention Areas, and Drainage Facilities.

a.

G. Reserved.

Public and private open space, stormwater conveyance and detention areas that are not
designated as natural areas, shall be designed in such a way that they complement buildings
on the property and adjacent areas and subject to requirements of the city's Storm Drainage
and Technical Criteria Manual (latest edition).

. Designated wetlands on public and private property shall be maintained in their natural state

and may be credited, in kind, to a portion of the open space or public land dedication.

. An overall grading plan shall be submitted for review and approval by the Director of Public

Works, or a designee, prior to the construction or landscaping of any public and private open
space, stormwater detention areas or drainage channels.

. Slopes shall not exceed 3:1, except upon approval by the Director of Public Works, or a

designee, which may be granted in such instances where the natural topography is to be
retained.

. The following types and quantities of landscaping materials and other improvements shall be

required within any public and private open space or stormwater detention areas that do not
inhibit their intended function, except in natural areas or wetlands:

1. All types of treesshrubs, grass, or other ground cover require a variety or blend of
varieties as listed in APPENDIX A, Table A-2 and Table A-3, Preferred Plantings
within the city code. For tree plantings, please refer to Appendix A, Approved Tree
Species List of the Tree Manual.

2. Natural and/or structural landscaping features of type, sizes, quantities, and locations.

3. In instances where public and private open space, stormwater detention areas, or
drainage channels are located within a 100-year floodplain, landscaping material
guantities may be adjusted by the Director, Floodplain Administrator, or after referral
comments are received from the Mile High Flood District.

4. Placement of floatable or erodible landscape materials shall not be permitted in drainage
channels, stormwater detention areas, or 100-year floodplain areas.

H. Parking Lot Landscaping.
1. Trees in Landscape Islands.

a.

Each tree shall be planted with a surface area of at least 120 square feet and a soil volume_in
the following minimum amounts, by mature tree size: i) Small Trees: 300 cubic feet; ii)
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Medium Trees: 600 cubic feet; and iii) Large Trees: 1,000 cubic feet-—ef-atleast 360-cubic
b....
l. Screening. ...
J. Constrained Sites. ...

Subsec. 10-1-3.6.E Tree Canopy Coverage Requirements

A. Applicability. The standards of this Subsection apply to the MFR, NC, CM, and BC districts.

B. Minimum Standards. The tree canopy coverage requirements for the applicable districts are set out in
Table 10-1-3.6.E, Canopy Coverage Requirements.

Table 10-1-3.6.E
Canopy Coverage Requirements

Zoning District Minimum Tree Canopy Coverage
MFR, Multi-Family Residential 2030%
NC, Neighborhood Commercial 1520%
CM, Corridor Mixed 1520%
BC, Business Commercial 1020%

Table Notes:
1. The minimum canopy coverage requirements are based on gross lot area.
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DRIPLINE OF
NEW TREE

CRITICAL
ROOT ZONE

DRIPLINE OF
MATURE TREE
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Subsec. 10-1-3.6.F Bufferyard Requirements
A. Generally. ...

Subsec. 10-1-3.6.G Landscape Plan
A. Plan Required. ...

Subsec. 10-6-2.3.F Common Open Space
A. Use and Layout.

1.

Generally. The common open space required for each district shall be integrated
into development design to provide access to the maximum number of properties
and visibility from adjacent public or private rights-of-way.

Greenways. Common open space shall be designed to provide greenways along drainage
corridors and within the riparian areas along rivers and streams. Landscaping within the
greenways shall enhance stormwater quality, ecosystems, and habitats.

Tree Preservation. As set out in Subsection-10-1-3.6-CProtection-and-Preservation;the
City’s Tree Manual, and to the maximum extent practicable, subdivision design shall
designate conservation areas to preserve existing stands of native trees and
other ecologically important locations.

Phasing. Phased development shall provide assurance that common open space shall be
set aside in the same proportion as each phase of the entire development.
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Section 10-3-4.1 CMU Landscaping
A. Purpose. ...
B. Applicability. ...

C. Minimum Planting Standards....

District

Tree and Shrub Plantingsé—1

Parking Lot Landscaping?

Common Open
Space
Landscaping?®

Street Trees:
1 deciduous tree per 40' linear street frontage.

Understory Plantings: Shrubs and grasses
along 75% of all street-facing

building elevations, at least 2' from the
foundation.

\[oH
Neighborhood
Commercial

Perimeter Screening: Shrubs shall be planted
along 75% of all parking and vehicular use
areas that are parallel, or approximately
parallel, to public street rights-of-way. Shrubs
shall be planted along 50% of a common
boundary between parking lots.

Interior Landscaping: Landscape islands shall
cover a minimum of 5% of parking and
vehicular use area surfaces. Each island shall
include 1 deciduous tree, 50% coverage

in shrubs, and the remaining in groundcover.

Pervious Area: 1
deciduous or

two evergreen trees
per 500 sf.

Street Trees:
1 deciduous tree per 40' of linear frontage.

Understory Plantings: Shrubs and grasses
extending along 50% of all building
elevations facing a street or parking lot of
an adjoining property, placed at least 2' from
the foundation.

Perimeter Screening: Shrubs shall be planted
along 100% of all parking and vehicular use
areas that are parallel, or approximately
parallel, to public street rights-of-way. Shrubs
shall be planted along 75% of a common
boundary between parking lots.

Interior Landscaping: Landscape islands shall
cover a minimum of 5% of parking and
vehicular use area surfaces. Each island shall
include 1 deciduous tree and 100% coverage
in shrubs.

Pervious Area: 1
deciduous or two
evergreen trees per
1,000 sf.

Table Notes:

1. Alandscape island measures a minimum of 162 sf. (9' X 18").
2. Parking lot landscaping is not required in a rear or interior side yard without frontage on a street, adjacent drive, or parking

lot.

3. Common open space landscaping excludes all areas established to meet street tree and understory plantings, parking lot

landscaping, and bufferyard requirements.

4, Street trees shall be planted in accordance with the City’s Tree Manual.



https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3627
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3600
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3631
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3626
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=4440
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3780
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=4456
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3602
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3627
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3600
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3631
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=4419
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3832
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=4418
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/littleton-co-cc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=3755
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Section 10-5-4.1 Bl Landscaping
A. Generally. ...

B. Minimum Planting Standards. ...

Tree Plantings§

Zoning District

Parking Lot Landscaping?

Common
Open Space
Landscaping

Street Trees:

1 deciduous tree per 35' of linear
frontage along commercial
corridors and suburban connector
streets.

Foundation Plantings: Shrubs and
grasses around the primary
pedestrian entrance and extending a
minimum of 25% along all street-
facing building elevations.

BC, Business
Center

Perimeter Screening: Shrubs shall be planted
along 50% of all parking and vehicular use areas
that are parallel, or approximately parallel, to
public street rights-of-way. Shrubs shall be planted
along 50% of a common boundary between
parking lots.

Interior Landscaping: Landscape islands shall
cover a minimum of 5% of passenger vehicle
parking and vehicular use area surfaces. Each
island shall include 1 deciduous tree, 50%
coverage in shrubs, and the remaining in
groundcover.

Pervious Area:

1 large tree per
1,000 sf.

Street Trees:

1 deciduous tree per 50' of linear
frontage along commercial
corridors and suburban connector
streets.

IP, Industrial Park

Perimeter Screening: Shrubs shall be planted
along 25% of all parking and vehicular use areas
that are parallel, or approximately parallel, to
public street rights-of-way.

Interior Landscaping: Landscape islands shall
cover a minimum of 5% of passenger vehicle
parking area surfaces. Each island shall include 1
deciduous tree, 50% coverage in shrubs, and the
remaining in groundcover.

Pervious Area:
2 large trees per
1,000 sf.

Table Notes:

1. Alandscape island measures a minimum of 162 sf. (9' X 18").
2. Parking lot landscaping is not required in a rear or interior side yard without frontage on a street, adjacent drive, or

parking lot.

2-3. Street Trees shall be planted in accordance with the City’s Tree Manual.
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APPENDIX A PREFERRED PLANTINGS

A. Reserved.Frees:

Acer-Ginnala Amur-Maple
Aeseutus Glabra Ohio-Buekeye =
CatalpaOvata ChineseCatalpa

: : el R - RAW
bloleSonses Crabapple (varieties resistant to fire blight) | D RovalivR
PopulusTremuloides Aspen
Prunts-Newport NewportPlum
5 — -
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B. Shrubs ...
C. Groundcover ...





