
'7��ttleton COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
2255 West Berry Avenue Littleton, Colorado 80120 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

City of Littleton Planning Commission 

Jennifer Q. Henninger, AICP Community Development Director 

December 9, 2020 

Public Comment for Downtown Rezoning 

In conjunction with the required public notification (newspaper notice, sign posting, and letters to 
residents and property owners} for the hearing on December 15, 2020, staff set up a 
dedicated website, email, and telephone number to track public comment. 

As of noon, on December 9, 2020, staff received the attached seven emails and 20 phone calls. 
The calls were general questions about specific character areas and development requirements. 
non-conforming properties, and how to attend the virtual public hearing. Any additional 
emails received will be forwarded to the Planning Commission prior to the hearing. 

On the dedicated webpage, staff also created a "frequently asked questions" page, which will 
continue to evolve as questions come in. A copy of the current FAQs is attached to this 
memorandum. 

Attachments: Peterson email (two pages) 
Kenney email {three pages) 
Strong email (two pages) 
Auckerman email (two pages)
Brady 10/29/20, 10/27/20 email (two pages) 

FAQs as of 11/5/2020 (two pages)
 
Brady email 11/30/20, 11/16/20 (seven pages)
Brady emal 11/15/20 (two pages)
Brady email 11/16/20 (one page)
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Colleen Norton

From: John Brady <jbbrady167@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 1:31 PM 
To: Patrick Driscoll <pdriscoll@littletongov.org>; Karina Elrod <kelrod@littletongov.org>; Carol Fey 
<cfey@littletongov.org>; Pamela Grove <pgrove@littletongov.org>; Scott Melin <smelin@littletongov.org>; Kelly 
Milliman <kmilliman@littletongov.org>; Jerry Valdes <jvaldes@littletongov.org>; Jennifer Henninger 
<jhenninger@littletongov.org>; Michael Sutherland <msutherland@littletongov.org>; John Brady 
<jbbrady167@gmail.com> 
Subject: Fwd: UPDATE to my ‐ Special Request to Amend the New Downtown Littleton Rezone Map 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear City Council,  

I am recycling my email to you in advance of your meeting to discuss this topic, ORDINANCE 43‐2020, at your meeting 
this week on Dec. 1, 2020.  I have also attached a copy of my public comment form.   

Thank you for your consideration, 

John Brady 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: John Brady 
Date: Mon, Nov 16, 2020 at 10:48 AM 
Subject: UPDATE to my ‐ Special Request to Amend the New Downtown Littleton Rezone Map 
To: <lccpd@littletongov.org>, <lccke@littletongov.org>, <lcccf@littletongov.org>, <lccpg@littletongov.org>, 
<lccsm@littletongov.org>, <lcckm@littletongov.org>, <lccjv@littletongov.org>, <cdjh@littletongov.org>, 
<cdms@littletongov.org>, John Brady <jbbrady167@gmail.com> 

Subject:  Special Request to Amend the New Downtown Littleton Rezone Map 

Date:  November 16, 2020  ( update to my Nov 15th request  ) 
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Dear Littleton City Council, 

My name is John Brady.  I am a new resident in Littleton, CO.  I will be moving to Downtown Littleton in early 
2021; purchasing a home.   

Having only lived in the area for six months, I recently became aware of the new Comprehensive Plan and 
efforts to create a new ULUC for Littleton next year.  Because I will be a resident, specifically, within the 
Downtown Zoning Area Boundary, I am particularly interested in the rezoning efforts underway there.  

My requests:   

Please review my three options below.  They are in order of my preference, but I believe offer you some great 
options to consider with regard to changing the proposed character area boundaries on the Downtown 
Littleton Rezoning Map at your next Council Hearing.  I strongly implore you to take action on one of these 
options.     

Option 1 (preferred): Amend the Downtown rezoning Map to restrict building heights (of all types) to 3 
stories/45’ maximums in the ‘Center of the Football’, or more specifically, the area of Downtown which lies 
between North of Littles Creek and South of Crestline Ave.  Make the far North and far South ends of the 
football eligible for higher building heights up to 4 stories/55’ but keep the center of the football to a max of 3 
stories/45’.  The buildings in the ‘center football’ geographic area that are currently over 45’ would then be 
grandfathered (I believe there’s only one currently which is where the ice cream shop is).  I don’t have issue 
with the current general character area definitions, and where they are on the map per se (though I know 
other residents are), but the building heights should be restricted to 3 stories/45’.  (similar to the white 
hatched area restriction in Geneva Village, it’s a DMU character area, but is restricted to 3 stories/45’) 

The areas South of Littles Creek and North of Crestline are ripe for higher building growth, but when you start 
allowing this high‐rise building growth in the middle of the football, where you have a lot of residential mixed 
in with DTA and DMU, you may create a future situation where current residents are driven out.  Downtown 
Littleton is in high demand because of what it is today.  If 55’ apartments and 55’ commercial buildings start to 
spring up beside current residential dwellings, the Quality of living in Downtown won’t be the same as it is 
today, and demand could be hurt, property values could suffer, and the current, wonderful, fundamental 
personality of Downtown will slowly change for the worse.  

Option 2: (see attached photo which highlights the DMU area where I am requesting a change).  Extend the 
'white hatched' boundary of DT‐DMU 3 story max, on the map around Geneva (which restricts height to 3 
stories/45'), to the DMU areas which are South of Berry and North of Main [please see attached photo for 
outlined area], but at a minimum, extend the DT‐DMU 3 story max boundary to the specific interior block 
which abuts residential ( to be exact this Block is bordered by Berry to the north, Powers, to the south, Prince, 
to the west, and Sycamore to East – photo attached, block in question marked with the number ‘3’).  This area 
of Downtown has a lot of residents in it already who do not want 55’ foot buildings and 55’ apartments right 
next door.  The specific block marked ‘3’ in the photo has predominantly residential to its West along Prince 
and to its East along Sycamore.  This block needs to be a transition zone at a minimum, so the same logic used 
to restrict the areas around Geneva to 3 stories/45’ should be used here.     

Option 3:  Change the map boundaries to keep everything in the 'Center of the Football'  (North of Littles 
Creek and South of Crestline) to DTA, DMS, or DNR.  Goal:  Minimize intensity and height as much as possible 
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in the 'center of the football.'   Keep the DMU intensive development character areas at the North and South 
bookends of Downtown. 

I believe there are a few members of the council who support this.  And it appears that even those council 
members that are pro‐growth, would support the idea through modifying the rezoning map 
accordingly.  North and South ends of the ‘football’ good for higher building heights, but middle of the 
‘football’ bad.  There are also opportunities for big growth in the Corridors and other areas of Littleton so 
please keep the Downtown area below 45’.      

Discussion:  To date I have been able to speak with a few members of the city planning staff, and have also 
attended the Nov 9th Planning Commission meeting, where the Planning Commission voted to adopt the 
current version of the downtown rezoning map.  At that meeting, I, along with other members of the public 
provided feedback during the public hearing, and via email.  But unfortunately, our public feedback was 
dismissed.  It was disappointing, but, for me, I understand, that at that point in the process, I was late to the 
conversation.  So, this could be my last attempt to appeal to the Publicly Elected City Council, to listen to the 
desires of the Public, and specifically, the downtown residents.  I bet if you actually polled actual residents of 
downtown who would be impacted by these changes, the majority of them would agree ( in fact, the surveys 
support my request, on the topic of building height ).  The public has spoken, the Residents of Downtown 
Littleton have spoken, we do NOT want bigger buildings in Downtown.   

Because I’m late to this initiative, I decided to go back and view notes and videos from some of the envision 
meetings, past planning meetings, and past council sessions.   

My conclusions, based on what I have read and heard, and my opinions: 

 There has been a public outreach effort

 The public’s response based on surveys and envision meetings (presumably many of those residents
who actually live in Downtown) was not taken seriously with regard to building heights in Downtown.

 Early on the public expressed their preference to restrict building heights in Downtown, to 3 stories
(~40’).  Somewhere between getting that public feedback to later sessions with Planning Commission,
the heights shot up to 5 stories/65’ (then subsequently lowered to 4 stories/55’ during Council meeting
in October).

 It does appear that the contractors hired to help with the rezoning effort control the narrative, not
the residents of Downtown nor other Littleton residents.  Or it appears that those who stand to make
money from new, bigger development, may be controlling the narrative, but not the public, and not
the residents of Downtown.

 The ‘reasons’ for increasing building heights per City Planning Staff and the hired Contractors, as
I’ve observed, are:

o To have more housing, for more residents, to spur the downtown economy
 Good idea, but when you look at the actual areas where this is possible in Downtown,
the additional height from 3 stories to 4 stories is probably not going to make or break
the City Budget ( in terms of variable sales tax revenue ).  My guess is most folks
spending money in Downtown, don’t actually live in Downtown, and it’s doing fine (
discounting Covid era ).  Focus should be on how to drive more patrons to downtown,
not building high rise apartments ‘in Downtown’ hoping those apartment residents will
keep the local economy alive.
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 The economic feasibility studies used to justify “higher buildings” look good for the
entire city of Littleton, but using that logic to justify going higher on building height in
the Downtown area (which again, would be limited to very few lots) is a stretch.

o To create opportunities for Low‐Cost Housing

 This is not practical for the Downtown area, and in many ways, is counter intuitive to
the first reasons for ‘spurring the economy’ in Downtown.  I get it, it aligns with the
inclusion goals of the Comprehensive Plan, and I support government assisted housing,
but Look outside of the downtown area in greater Littleton for spots for low‐cost
housing where it makes better sense.  Don’t use “low‐cost housing” as a reason for
building higher in the small dedicated zones in Downtown.  That makes no sense.

“Think Quality over Quantity” for Downtown Littleton.  And you’ll keep and improve demand for the 
future, while aligning with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Thank you for allowing me to offer my thoughts and request.   

To conclude:  Please Amend the proposed Downtown Littleton ReZoning Map, by exercising one of the options 
I have presented to you, above.   

Regards, 

John Brady 
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* Sender and receiver should be mindful that all incoming and outgoing emails may be subject to the Colorado Open
Records Act, S 24‐72‐200.1, et seq.

* Sender and receiver should be mindful that all incoming and outgoing emails may be subject to the Colorado Open
Records Act, S 24‐72‐200.1, et seq.



Littleton Center
2255 W. Berry Avenue

Littleton, CO 80120
Date Submitted:

Council Meeting  
Agenda Item Comment

November 30, 2020 01:30 PM

Council meeting date:

12/01/2020
Council agenda item number:

6(a)

Name John Brady

Email address jbbrady167@gmail.com

Neighborhood Downtown

Position I oppose the issue

Comments:

Reference my email dated 16NOV20 to City Council for amplifying information.

With respect to Ordinance 43-2020, I do not support ‘where on the map’ the different character areas 
are being proposed in Downtown.  I believe the proposed DT map is too intensive on building height in 
the ‘center of the football’ North of Littles Creek and South of Crestline.  I’m Not Alone.  See the public 
polling results from the envision studio sessions. Quote “General consensus among those writing in 
was that the buildings shown were again too massive and too dense. Also there was general 
agreement that four stories is too tall and three stories is preferred.”

Please consider modifying the proposed DT Rezoning Map using one or more of the following options: 

1. Amend the Downtown rezoning Map to restrict building heights (of all types) to 3 stories/45’
maximums in the ‘Center of the Football’, or more specifically, the area of Downtown which lies
between North of Littles Creek and South of Crestline Ave.  Make the far North and far South ends of
the football eligible for higher building heights up to 4 stories/55’ but keep the center of the football to
a max of 3 stories/45’.  Building heights might be restricted to 3 stories/45’ in the same manner to the
white hatched area restriction in Geneva Village.

2. Extend the 'white hatched' boundary of DT-DMU 3 story max, on the map around Geneva
(restricts height to 3 stories/45'), to the DMU areas which are South of Berry and North of Main [see
attached photo in my ref. email for outlined area].  Or at a minimum, extend the DT-DMU 3 story max
boundary to the specific interior block which abuts predominantly residential to its West and to its East 
(this Block is bordered by Berry to the north, Powers, to the south, Prince, to the west, and Sycamore
to east – photo attached in my ref. email, block in question marked with the number ‘3’) - This block is

1



 surrounded by residential, so the same logic used to restrict the areas around Geneva to 3 stories/45’ 
might be used here.    

3. Change the map boundaries to keep everything in the 'Center of the Football'  (North of Littles
Creek and South of Crestline) to DTA, DMS, or DNR.  Goal:  Minimize intensity and height as much as
possible in the 'center of the football.'   Keep the DMU intensive development character areas at the
North and South bookends of Downtown.

I believe the options I have presented align with the goals of the Envision Littleton Comprehensive 
Plan, while also responding to the desires of the Downtown Littleton residents and public views. 
Though there was a macro level financial feasibility study for Littleton writ-large, there is no specific 
analysis (that I could find) at the micro level of the Downtown Area, to support the real economic 
benefit of variably increasing building heights in DT more than 3 stories/45’, to a max of 4 stories/55’. 

2



From: John Brady <jbbrady167@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 15, 2020 7:23 PM
To: Patrick Driscoll; Karina Elrod; Carol Fey; Pamela Grove; Scott Melin; Kelly Milliman; Jerry Valdes; Jennifer 
Henninger; Michael Sutherland
Cc: John Brady
Subject: Special Request to Amend the New Downtown Littleton Rezone Map

Subject:  Special Request to Amend the New Downtown Littleton Rezone Map

Date:  November 15, 2020

Dear Littleton City Council,

My name is John Brady.  I am a new resident in Littleton, CO.  I will be moving to Downtown Littleton in early 2021; 
purchasing a home.

Having only lived in the area for six months, I recently became aware of the new Comprehensive Plan and efforts to 
create a new ULUC for Littleton next year.  Because I will be a resident, specifically, within the Downtown Zoning 
Area Boundary, I am particularly interested in the rezoning efforts underway there.

My request:  Amend the Downtown rezoning Map to restrict building heights (of all types) to 3 stories/45’ maximums 
in the ‘Center of the Football’, or more specifically, the area of Downtown which lies between North of Littles Creek 
and South of Crestline Ave.  Make the far North and far South ends of the football eligible for higher building heights 
up to 4 stories/55’ but keep the center of the football to a max of 3 stories/45’.  The buildings in the ‘center football’ 
geographic area that are currently over 45’ would then be grandfathered (I believe there’s only one currently which is 
where the ice cream shop is).  I don’t have issue with the current general character area definitions, and where they 
are on the map per se (though I know other residents are), but the building heights should be restricted to 3
stories/45’.  (similar to the white hatched area restriction in Geneva Village, it’s a DMU character area, but is 
restricted to 3 stories/45’)

The areas South of Littles Creek and North of Crestline are ripe for higher building growth, but when you start 
allowing this high-rise building growth in the middle of the football, where you have a lot of residential mixed in with 
DTA and DMU, you may create a future situation where current residents are driven out.  Downtown Littleton is in 
high demand because of what it is today.  If 55’ apartments and 55’ commercial buildings start to spring up beside 
current residential dwellings, the Quality of living in Downtown won’t be the same as it is today, and demand could be 
hurt, property values could suffer, and the current, wonderful, fundamental personality of Downtown will slowly 
change for the worse.

I believe there are a few members of the council who support this.  And it appears that even those council 
members that are pro-growth, would support the idea through modifying the rezoning map 
accordingly.  North and South ends of the ‘football’ good for higher building heights, but middle of the 
‘football’ bad.  There are also opportunities for big growth in the Corridors and other areas of Littleton so 
please keep the Downtown area below 45’.     

Discussion:  To date I have been able to speak with a few members of the city planning staff, and have also 
attended the Nov 9th Planning Commission meeting, where the Planning Commission voted to adopt the current 
version of the downtown rezoning map.  At that meeting, I, along with other members of the public provided feedback 
during the public hearing, and via email.  But unfortunately, our public feedback was dismissed.  It was disappointing, 
but, for me, I understand, that at that point in the process, I was late to the conversation.  So, this could be my last 
attempt to appeal to the Publicly Elected City Council, to listen to the desires of the Public, and specifically, the 
downtown residents.  I bet if you actually polled actual residents of downtown who would be impacted by these 
changes, the majority of them would agree ( in fact, the surveys support my request, on the topic of building height 
).  The public has spoken, the Residents of Downtown Littleton have spoken, we do NOT want bigger buildings in 
Downtown.

Because I’m late to this initiative, I decided to go back and view notes and videos from some of the envision 
meetings, past planning meetings, and past council sessions.

My conclusions, based on what I have read and heard, and my opinions:

· There has been a public outreach effort
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· The public’s response based on surveys and envision meetings (presumably many of those residents
who actually live in Downtown) was not taken seriously with regard to building heights in Downtown.
· Early on the public expressed their preference to restrict building heights in Downtown, to 3 stories
(~40’).  Somewhere between getting that public feedback to later sessions with Planning Commission, the
heights shot up to 5 stories/65’ (then subsequently lowered to 4 stories/55’ during Council meeting in
October).
· It does appear that the contractors hired to help with the rezoning effort control the narrative, not the
residents of Downtown nor other Littleton residents.  Or it appears that those who stand to make money
from new, bigger development, may be controlling the narrative, but not the public, and not the residents of
Downtown.
· The ‘reasons’ for increasing building heights per City Planning Staff and the hired Contractors, as I’ve
observed, are:

o To have more housing, for more residents, to spur the downtown economy
§ Good idea, but when you look at the actual areas where this is possible in Downtown,
the additional height from 3 stories to 4 stories is probably not going to make or break the
City Budget ( in terms of variable sales tax revenue ).  My guess is most folks spending
money in Downtown, don’t actually live in Downtown, and it’s doing fine ( discounting
Covid era ).  Focus should be on how to drive more patrons to downtown, not building
high rise apartments ‘in Downtown’ hoping those apartment residents will keep the local
economy alive.
§ The economic feasibility studies used to justify “higher buildings” look good for the
entire city of Littleton, but using that logic to justify going higher on building height in the
Downtown area (which again, would be limited to very few lots) is a stretch.

o To create opportunities for Low-Cost Housing
§ This is not practical for the Downtown area, and in many ways, is counter intuitive to the
first reasons for ‘spurring the economy’ in Downtown.  I get it, it aligns with the inclusion
goals of the Comprehensive Plan, and I support government assisted housing, but Look
outside of the downtown area in greater Littleton for spots for low-cost housing where it
makes better sense.  Don’t use “low-cost housing” as a reason for building higher in the
small dedicated zones in Downtown.  That makes no sense.

“Think Quality over Quantity” for Downtown Littleton.  And you’ll keep and improve demand for the 
future, while aligning with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan.

Thank you for allowing me to offer my thoughts and request.

To conclude:  Please Amend the proposed Downtown Littleton ReZoning Map, as follows
1. Keep the character areas on the map the same, but
2. Restrict building heights of all building types to 3 stories/45’, on the map, in the geographic area of
Downtown Littleton which lies North of Littles Creek and South of Crestline Ave.
3. Allow building heights up to 4 stories/55’, on the map, in the geographic areas of Downtown
Littleton which lies South of Littles Creek and North of Crestline Ave.

Regards,

John Brady



From: John Brady <jbbrady167@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 7:54 AM
To: Karina Elrod <kelrod@littletongov.org>
Cc: Reid Betzing <rbetzing@littletongov.org>; Kathleen Osher <kosher@littletongov.org>; John Brady
<jbbrady167@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Special Request to Amend the New Downtown Littleton Rezone Map

Karina,

Thank you for acknowledging me.  Yes, I have spoken to Kathleen.  I did request a boundary modification during 
public hearing at the Nov 9th planning commission meeting.  I believe there was at least one other resident who 
made a similar request.  There didn't appear to be any appetite from City Planning or the Planning Commission to 
embrace feedback from the public that evening.  No boundaries were changed.   My specific request that evening 
was to extend the 'white hatched' DMU area (around Geneva Village) to the block which is bordered by Berry, to its 
north, Powers, to its south, Prince, to its West, and Sycamore, to its East.  Doing so would limit building height to 3 
stories/45' in that block.  If you look at where that block is located, you have neighborhood residential to its West and 
then along Sycamore to its East is predominantly residential.  So that block is not a smooth transition area.  If 
anything it should be DTA.  After the planning meeting where I struck out, I decided to research more.  In the 
beginning I was only focused on my section of the neighborhood ( I'll be living on Sycamore and will be one of those 
residents directly impacted by these changes;  but now I'm interested in seeing the whole of the map get boundaries 
changed to minimize the intensity and height in Downtown.

Based on your feedback, and similar to your actions to modify the DTA boundary more South, toward Littles Creek, 
on Sep 22nd, I will update my request and resend to all.

Action Request:  Extend the 'white hatched' area version of DMU, which restricts height to 3 stories/45', to the other 
DMU areas, South of Crestline and North of Littles Creeks, but specifically the interior blocks which abbut residential ( 
as described above ) , OR, simply Change the map boundaries to keep everything in the 'Center of the
Football'  (North of Littles Creek and South of Crestline) to DTA, DMS, or DNR.  Goal:  Minimize intensity and height 
as much as possible in the 'center of the football.'   Keep the intensive development at the North and South 
bookends.

Thank you very much !

John Brady

On Sun, Nov 15, 2020 at 9:34 PM Karina Elrod <kelrod@littletongov.org> wrote:
Thank you John for sending this over.  Confirming I’ve received it in consideration for upcoming hearing. 

I’ll have Reid, city attorney elaborate further on process but the upcoming public hearing will be on zoning boundaries 
and no longer on the specific measures within the zone (i.e. height, set back etc).

You will now see the new map is broken out by DNR -Downtown Neighborhood, DMS-Downtown Main St, DTA 
Downtown Transitional, and DMU Downtown Mixed Use.
http://data.littletongov.org/PALattachments/REZ20-0001/Rezone0323.pdf
DMU is the most dense which allows up to 4 stories for most building types, and DTA is mostly 3 except for one 
building type use which could allow 4.  DNR and DMS are only 3 stories.

In cc: Kathleen Osher in case I mis-stated anything.

Welcome to Littleton and thanks for reaching out.

Karina

Karina Elrod
Littleton City Council Member-At Large
2255 W. Berry Avenue
Littleton, Colorado 80120
303-362-3364
www.littletongov.org
Twitter | Facebook | YouTube
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From: John Brady <jbbrady167@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, November 15, 2020 7:23 PM 
To: Patrick Driscoll; Karina Elrod; Carol Fey; Pamela Grove; Scott Melin; Kelly Milliman; Jerry Valdes; Jennifer 
Henninger; Michael Sutherland 
Cc: John Brady 
Subject: Special Request to Amend the New Downtown Littleton Rezone Map  
 
Subject:  Special Request to Amend the New Downtown Littleton Rezone Map 
  
Date:  November 15, 2020 
  
Dear Littleton City Council, 
  
My name is John Brady.  I am a new resident in Littleton, CO.  I will be moving to Downtown Littleton in early 2021; 
purchasing a home.   
  
Having only lived in the area for six months, I recently became aware of the new Comprehensive Plan and efforts to 
create a new ULUC for Littleton next year.  Because I will be a resident, specifically, within the Downtown Zoning 
Area Boundary, I am particularly interested in the rezoning efforts underway there.  
  
My request:  Amend the Downtown rezoning Map to restrict building heights (of all types) to 3 stories/45’ maximums 
in the ‘Center of the Football’, or more specifically, the area of Downtown which lies between North of Littles Creek 
and South of Crestline Ave.  Make the far North and far South ends of the football eligible for higher building heights 
up to 4 stories/55’ but keep the center of the football to a max of 3 stories/45’.  The buildings in the ‘center football’ 
geographic area that are currently over 45’ would then be grandfathered (I believe there’s only one currently which is 
where the ice cream shop is).  I don’t have issue with the current general character area definitions, and where they 
are on the map per se (though I know other residents are), but the building heights should be restricted to 3 
stories/45’.  (similar to the white hatched area restriction in Geneva Village, it’s a DMU character area, but is 
restricted to 3 stories/45’) 
  
The areas South of Littles Creek and North of Crestline are ripe for higher building growth, but when you start 
allowing this high-rise building growth in the middle of the football, where you have a lot of residential mixed in with 
DTA and DMU, you may create a future situation where current residents are driven out.  Downtown Littleton is in 
high demand because of what it is today.  If 55’ apartments and 55’ commercial buildings start to spring up beside 
current residential dwellings, the Quality of living in Downtown won’t be the same as it is today, and demand could be 
hurt, property values could suffer, and the current, wonderful, fundamental personality of Downtown will slowly 
change for the worse.  
  
I believe there are a few members of the council who support this.  And it appears that even those council 
members that are pro-growth, would support the idea through modifying the rezoning map 
accordingly.  North and South ends of the ‘football’ good for higher building heights, but middle of the 
‘football’ bad.  There are also opportunities for big growth in the Corridors and other areas of Littleton so 
please keep the Downtown area below 45’.      
  
Discussion:  To date I have been able to speak with a few members of the city planning staff, and have also 
attended the Nov 9th Planning Commission meeting, where the Planning Commission voted to adopt the current 
version of the downtown rezoning map.  At that meeting, I, along with other members of the public provided feedback 
during the public hearing, and via email.  But unfortunately, our public feedback was dismissed.  It was disappointing, 
but, for me, I understand, that at that point in the process, I was late to the conversation.  So, this could be my last 
attempt to appeal to the Publicly Elected City Council, to listen to the desires of the Public, and specifically, the 
downtown residents.  I bet if you actually polled actual residents of downtown who would be impacted by these 
changes, the majority of them would agree ( in fact, the surveys support my request, on the topic of building height 
).  The public has spoken, the Residents of Downtown Littleton have spoken, we do NOT want bigger buildings in 
Downtown.   
  
Because I’m late to this initiative, I decided to go back and view notes and videos from some of the envision 
meetings, past planning meetings, and past council sessions.   
  
My conclusions, based on what I have read and heard, and my opinions: 
  


·      There has been a public outreach effort 
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·      The public’s response based on surveys and envision meetings (presumably many of those residents 
who actually live in Downtown) was not taken seriously with regard to building heights in Downtown.  
·      Early on the public expressed their preference to restrict building heights in Downtown, to 3 stories 
(~40’).  Somewhere between getting that public feedback to later sessions with Planning Commission, the 
heights shot up to 5 stories/65’ (then subsequently lowered to 4 stories/55’ during Council meeting in 
October).   
·      It does appear that the contractors hired to help with the rezoning effort control the narrative, not the 
residents of Downtown nor other Littleton residents.  Or it appears that those who stand to make money 
from new, bigger development, may be controlling the narrative, but not the public, and not the residents of 
Downtown.    
·      The ‘reasons’ for increasing building heights per City Planning Staff and the hired Contractors, as I’ve 
observed, are: 


o   To have more housing, for more residents, to spur the downtown economy 
§  Good idea, but when you look at the actual areas where this is possible in Downtown, 
the additional height from 3 stories to 4 stories is probably not going to make or break the 
City Budget ( in terms of variable sales tax revenue ).  My guess is most folks spending 
money in Downtown, don’t actually live in Downtown, and it’s doing fine ( discounting 
Covid era ).  Focus should be on how to drive more patrons to downtown, not building 
high rise apartments ‘in Downtown’ hoping those apartment residents will keep the local 
economy alive.  
§  The economic feasibility studies used to justify “higher buildings” look good for the 
entire city of Littleton, but using that logic to justify going higher on building height in the 
Downtown area (which again, would be limited to very few lots) is a stretch.  


o   To create opportunities for Low-Cost Housing 
§  This is not practical for the Downtown area, and in many ways, is counter intuitive to the 
first reasons for ‘spurring the economy’ in Downtown.  I get it, it aligns with the inclusion 
goals of the Comprehensive Plan, and I support government assisted housing, but Look 
outside of the downtown area in greater Littleton for spots for low-cost housing where it 
makes better sense.  Don’t use “low-cost housing” as a reason for building higher in the 
small dedicated zones in Downtown.  That makes no sense.    
  
  


“Think Quality over Quantity” for Downtown Littleton.  And you’ll keep and improve demand for the 
future, while aligning with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan. 


  
Thank you for allowing me to offer my thoughts and request.   
  
To conclude:  Please Amend the proposed Downtown Littleton ReZoning Map, as follows 


1.     Keep the character areas on the map the same, but 
2.     Restrict building heights of all building types to 3 stories/45’, on the map, in the geographic area of 
Downtown Littleton which lies North of Littles Creek and South of Crestline Ave.  
3.     Allow building heights up to 4 stories/55’, on the map, in the geographic areas of Downtown 
Littleton which lies South of Littles Creek and North of Crestline Ave.   


  
Regards, 
  
John Brady 
 







